SustainablejEnergy-

Capability Statement

United Purpose is a movement of people and organisations that strives to end poverty

and inequality across the globe.

United Purpose (UP) is recognised as one of the
leading NGOs with unrivalled experience, expertise
and reach across the sustainable energy spectrum in
Malawi. Through our Sustainable Energy
Management Unit we work to provide poor and
marginalised communities with increased access to
sustainable energy as a route to improved service
provision, mitigating climate change and promoting
wealth creation.

Our initiatives contribute towards the Sustainable
Energy for All agenda and are based around three
primary objectives: (1) Increased access to

sustainable energy

for households,

institutions and 30 years in Malawi
productive 1 million people reached p/a
uses, (2) Annual budget of £10 million
Enhanced Leader in rural micro finance
markets for 250 employees

sustainable 18 Districts
energy; and (3)

Innovative, pro-
poor
deployment of climate finance.



UNIVERSAL ACCESS: LEAVE NO-ONE BEHIND

MARKET DEVELOPMENT: COMMERCIALISING THE CHITETEZO MBAULA

INNOVATION: SOLAR MICRO GRIDS

Malawi’s economy and poverty reduction efforts are limited due to low levels of electrification, especially in rural
areas. The overall grid connection rate in 2014 was 11.6%, which was as low as 1% in rural areas. Given the high
percentage of the population currently unserved by the national grid, the market potential is huge. With recent cost
reductions in solar PV components there has been increasing interest in implementing solar PV microgrids (<10kW
generation capacity) in Malawi, especially in areas unlikely to receive a main grid connection in the near future. The
scale of this technology addresses a gap in the market, fulfilling a niche that offers higher levels of access than solar
home systems or pico solar products, but with lower capital costs than current mini-grid systems (>80kW). Our
approach is to therefore provide access in areas where the grid won’t reach, which is cheaper than the equivalent
SHS offering, while providing a superior service. As such we have undertaken in-depth surveys into energy
consumption, as well as ability and willingness to pay. This has informed the development of a tariff structure which
will be accessible to a wide range of customers, while providing operational sustainability for 20 years

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Contact Lloyd Archer, Programme Manager - Energy. E: lloyd.archer@united-purpose.org, +265 (0) 888 34 61 26
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